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PREFACE

Project Achievements: How Do We Start
Thinking About It?

How do we start thinking about
the achievements of this

project? Let me start.

First, the achievements of this project
will directly benefit an estimated
28,949 individuals in Odisha and West
Bengal. This is a small number when
we look at the challenges, but not a
small achievement when we see the
level of satisfaction from these
individuals.

• The district of Puri in Odisha and
South 24 Parganas in West Bengal
were identified using the
following criteria:

1. Areas identified as highly
susceptible to multiple hazards
like floods and cyclones by
various sources.

2. Areas recently affected by
natural disasters

3. Areas that are less accessible but
have a high need for
intervention.

4. Areas where Concern
Worldwide and implementing
partners have established a prior
presence and rapport with the
local communities and PRIs.

• In other words the 28,949
families are reached in this
difficult and vulnerable context.

One way to understand the context
from the perspectives of the people
was to conduct Hazard, Vulnerability
and Capacity Assessments (HVCA).
The following activities were carried
out.
• All the 11 targeted villages

completed HVCAs, updated
their Village Disaster
Management Plans (VDMPs),
and integrated DRR priorities
into Village Development Plans.

• 11 village communities
identified risk mitigation
measures, prepared action plans,
and implemented some risk
mitigation measures.

• 11 villages monitored and shared
real-time information on the
implementation of key social
protection schemes with relevant
authorities to strengthen
community coping mechanisms.

• Training modules on
Community-based Disaster Risk
Reduction were developed and
2 training sessions for village
leaders, youth, and PRIs were
conducted.

A key issue which arose from the
HVCA was making children safe in
school and at home. This was
addressed by the following
measures:
• Context-specific school safety

audit methods were developed,
school safety audits in all
targeted schools (11) were
completed, and the results of the
audits were shared at 2 state
level workshops

• 11 schools identified risk
mitigation measures, prepared
action plans, and implemented
mitigation measures.

• All the targeted schools prepared
school disaster preparedness
plans and integrated components
of disaster risk education in their
ongoing activities.

• Training modules on school
safety were developed and 3
training sessions for school
teachers, other stakeholders
from the community, and
government were conducted.

The other issues that came out of the
HVCA were risk pooling and risk
transfer. One way to transfer risk is
through micro-insurance, and some
micro-insurance activities conducted
were:
• Developing a methodology for

undertaking a survey to assess
the micro-insurance demands of
the communities.

• Completing a demand survey
covering the targeted locations
in Odisha and sharing the results
at a state-level workshop.

• Designing a suitable micro-
insurance scheme with insurance
companies.

• Piloting the micro-insurance
schemes in targeted locations
covering 600 individuals.

• Developing training modules on
micro-insurance and training
programme staff.

• Conducting trainings in 8
villages to create awareness
about micro-insurance.

The above-listed is not a small
achievement by a group of NGOs,
their dedicated teams and committed
community members.

Now what next? A clear long-term
seven year programme will be timely
and most useful for communities. 

Mihri R. Bhatt

The achievements of this
project will directly benefit

an estimated 28,949
individuals in Odisha and

West Bengal. This is a small
number when we look at the
challenges, but not a small
achievement when we see

the level of satisfaction from
these individuals.
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RISK REDUCTION

Making Schools Safer in West Bengal, India

Children are the most at-risk
social group in society. The

losses and sufferings of children in
previous natural disasters categorically
highlight their differential
vulnerabilities and the complexities
around their recovery. Amongst
many others, the Bhuj earthquake
(2001) and the Kumbhakonam fire
incident (2004) remain as two tragic
incidents which remind society time
and time again to consider and invest
in the safety of its children and the
systems in which they grow.

Concern Worldwide is a non-
governmental, international,
humanitarian organization dedicated
to reducing suffering and working
towards the ultimate elimination of
extreme poverty in the world's
poorest countries.

Concern Worldwide and its
implementing partner Sabuj Sangha
has been supported by the European
Commission for Humanitarian Aid
and Civil Protection (ECHO) under
its disaster preparedness programme,
DIPECHO, to further facilitate and
support the resilience building process.

Finding of School Safety Audit

Knowledge, Skills and Systems on
Disaster Preparedness:
The West Bengal Board of Schools'
school curriculum only covers the

causes of disasters. Hence, the
majority of children and teachers are
aware about the causes and effects of
various disasters but have limited
knowledge about disaster
preparedness and response. None of
the schools have got the opportunity
to train their students and teachers in
life saving skills like first aid, search
and rescue (SAR), early warning and
emergency evacuation. Teachers
often get warning massages
informally from PRI members and
media sources. While regular Parent-
Teachers Associations (PTAs)
meetings are organized in all the
schools, issues of school safety are
never discussed in these meetings. All
four high schools audited have good
building infrastructure which are
used as shelters during emergencies,

but school management committees
find it difficult to manage the huge
crowds and provide emergency
services. None of the schools have
any form of disaster preparedness
planning in place. Out of the four
schools only one has facilities for
water storage. None of the schools
have plans for stockpiling essential
materials for emergency. Three out
of the four schools initiated health
insurance programmes for students
with private insurers and only two
schools are continuing with the
scheme. The other one discontinued
due to difficulties in accessing the
services.

Infrastructure:
All schools follow the building
construction guidelines of Sarva
Shikshya Abhiyan (SSA) and
construction activities are verified by
engineers at the time they are being
carried out. All high schools are flood
and cyclone resistant as they have
double-storied building with deep
bore well systems for safe drinking
water. However, they have no retro-
fitted systems to withstand
earthquakes. Except for a few
disability-friendly toilets constructed
with the support of NGOs, generally

Objective:

The main objective of this project was to make schools safer from disasters.

Name of the school Total Boys Girls

Bhagati Balika Vidyalaya 416 0 416

Khetramohanpur Adashra Shikya Niketan 523 326 197

Brajaallavpur Brajamohan Tiwari Shiksha Sadan 1281 674 607

Gobindpur Abad ipin Bihari Shikkya Bhawan 867 418 449

As part of the program a school safety audit process was facilitated in four
schools to understand the vulnerabilities and capacities of schools in the
Sunderbans.

Extra-curriculum activity to generate awareness about global warming.



southasiadisasters.net October 20124

the schools lack disability-friendly
spaces.  Three schools have windows
locked with iron grills which would
definitely become obstacles during
fire evacuations. School teachers have
the impression that iron grills are
more durable than wooden ones. Two
schools have single entries and two
schools have more than one entry/
exit staircase due to multiple floors.
Connecting roads to schools have
neither speed breakers nor display
boards to caution vehicles. A few
instances of road accidents were also
reported.

Suggestion
More emphasis should be on
developing the capacities of school
teachers, members of the school
management committees (SMCs),
PRIs, structural engineers, and other
stakeholders so that they have better
understanding of the potential
hazards and vulnerabilities in the
local area. There is a need to organize
and support regular capacity-
building activities for effective
disaster response skills like first aid,
search and rescue, and early warning
training dissemination and action.

Children's informed participation
should be ensured through the
inclusion of disaster management
learning activities and lessons in the
regular course curriculum. Some of
the disaster preparedness and
response skill sets (like first aid,
search and rescue, and early warning)
could be integrated and undertaken
as part of existing programmes like
Scouts and Guides (S&G), National
Cadet Corps (NCC), National Green
Corps (NGS) and Physical Education
(PE).

Effective and timely coordination
among the school management
committees (SMCs) and the village
development committees (VDCs)
will ensure the systematic integration
of School Disaster Preparedness Plans
(SDPPs) into the overall Village
Disaster Management Plans
(VDMPs).

The Department of Education should
put additional emphasis on ensuring
disaster risk reduction. Regular
monitoring and safety certification of
school infrastructures should be
undertaken by a designated technical
person on a regular basis. 

Children participating in disaster management learning activities.

Indian Ocean Islands are tsunami, cyclone,
and earthquake prone but disaster risk

reduction efforts seldom focus on these
islands to the Pacific Islands. This is odd
because more people live in Indian Ocean
Islands than Pacific Islands.

A sensitization workshop on the National
School Safety Programme, was organized
in Port Blair on August 30, 2012 by the
Directorate of Disaster Mitigation,
Department of Education and the West
Bengal Voluntary Health Association with
contributions from the All India Disaster
Mitigation Institute. Government officials from education and disaster management departments and teachers
participated in the event. Mrs. Arpita Chhatrapati of AIDMI offered insights into ways of making the National
School Safety Programme more effective at the community level. A two year plan is being worked out to reach out
to more schools, more islands, and find more ways of reducing disaster risks. – Arpita Chhatrapati

Making Schools Safer in Indian Ocean Islands
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Integrating Village Level DRR Plans into
Development Plan

The introduction of Village
Disaster Management Plans

(VDMPs) took place in 2004 under the
GoI-UNDP Disaster Risk
Management Program. Most of the
VDMPs are obsolete and do not
contain sufficient information on the
hazards, vulnerabilities, and
capacities of the communities. They
also do not have plans for
preparedness action.

Based on the results of HVCAs and
action planning exercises, the VDMPs
were updated in consultation with
village communities and PRIs.
Appropriate sections of the VDMPs
were incorporated into the village and
panchayat development plans which
had got government funding,
thereby integrating DRR into
development goals.

Along with the VDMPs each
panchayat at the village level
prepared a Village Development Plan
(VDP). But there were no correlations

established between the VDMPs and
VDPs and hence DRR remained a low
priority for the local administration.
To add, there was no development of
community-level action planning to
identify and implement risk mitigation
methods after the introduction of
VDMPs. There was also no
information on emergency response
procedures at the village level.

The project developed a detailed
disaster preparedness and response
plan at the village level which was
associated with existing response
mechanism of the state governments.
The needs assessment identified a
number of micro-mitigation
measures recommended by
communities and schools such as:
• Reinforcing parts of houses and

buildings
• Preparing plans against disasters
• Stockpiling essential supplies at

the household level
• Increasing availability of credit

and insurance

• improving community
infrastructure

• Training

The project supported the Hyogo
Framework of Action's prioritisation
of encouraging a culture of
prevention, preparedness, and
resilience at all stages through
knowledge, innovation, and
education. It was also consistent with
the National Policy on Disaster
Management in India 2009.

The above actions which link DRR
with ongoing development processes
are rarely planned and carried out.
However, they are essential for
conveying how DRR works within
the given structure of development
planning at the village level. This
process also helped in identifying,
mobilising, and influencing other
government and community bodies
for reducing risks at the community
level. 

This issue of

southasiadisasters.net is

addresses local actions in

disaster risk reduction,

asserting that all risks are

reduced locally in the end.

It presents articles

covering different aspects

of the development of

district disaster

management plan,

focusing on Bihar, India.

Web link: http://

www.preventionweb.net/

english/professional/

publications/

v.php?id=28558.
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KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

Managing Knowledge: Enhancing Disaster
Resilience of At-Risk Communities

Over the past 18 months Concern Worldwide India and the All India Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), with
support from the European Commission of Humanitarian Aid (ECHO), have produced these knowledge resources.

These resources were developed with the Society for Women Action Development (SWAD), the Centre for Youth and
Social Development (CYSD), and Sabuj Sangha for the project 'Building Disaster Resilience of Vulnerable Coastal
Communities'.

Result 1: Hazard, Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment

Key Actions under HVCA Component
• Facilitate the HVCA process, update VDMPs, and integrate DRR into development planning.
• Identification and implementation of community-level structural and non-structural mitigation measures.
• Undertake real-time monitoring of social security schemes and design capacity building inputs.

Southasiadisasters.net on

• Understanding Risk and Intervening to Increase Resilience with Vulnerable Communities
• Reducing Risks through Community-based Disaster Risk Reduction
• Participatory Hazard, Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment: Practice and Theory
• School-based Disaster Risk Reduction: Making Education Safer
• Microinsurance for Disaster Risk Reduction: Post Disaster Recovery of Poor



southasiadisasters.netOctober 2012 7

Module on Hazard, Vulnerability and
Capacity Assessment

Module on Community-Based Disaster
Risk Reduction

Module on Disaster Preparedness
for School Safety

Module on Microinsurance for Disaster
Risk Reduction

School Safety Awareness Displays set
(in English, Oriya and Bengali)

Result 2: Disaster Preparedness for School Safety

Key Actions under School Safety Component
• Facilitate the development of methodology for undertaking school safety audits.
• Prepare a plan of action and implement identified structural and non-structural mitigation measures.
•      Facilitate the preparation of school disaster preparedness plan and design capacity- building inputs.

Result 3: Microinsurance for Disaster Risk Reduction

Key Actions under Microinsurance Component
• Facilitate the development of methodology for undertaking a large-scale micro-insurance demand survey.
• Undertake micro-insurance demand survey and design suitable schemes for implementing it.
•      Select locations and households/individuals to roll out micro-insurance pilot schemes in 8 villages.

School Safety Guideline for Educators



southasiadisasters.net October 20128

Community Resilience to Climate Change in the
Bay of Bengal

The area around the Bay of Bengal,
is among the most densely

populated regions of the world. A
considerable number of the world's
poorest people live on the world's
largest Bay – Bay of Bengal. This coast,
bore some of the deadliest natural
disasters – massive cyclones, cruel
tsunamis and continuous sea surges.
Such disasters have very close link
with global climate change and that
this region is among the hot-beds of
climate's fury. These disasters are
posing additional and significant
threat to an already vulnerable
population and environment. On the
other side, Bay of Bengal is endowed
with rich natural resources and
monsoon that provides livelihood
support to the millions living along
the coast. Vast stretches of fertile land,
wet lands, resourceful forests and
grasslands make this region one of
the most inhabited ones.

Agriculture in the region is coming
under increasing stress and coastal
livelihoods are in jeopardy.
Vulnerable people with their science
and resources are trying to adapt with
the impacts of climate change that
have become the central concern. The
Sub-Regional Workshop on
Community Resilience to Climate
Change in the Bay of Bengal
organised from July 12 to 14, 2012 at
Bhubaneswar, Odisha to facilitate a
dialogue on community resilience in
the Bay of Bengal region. The
workshop was co-hosted by Regional
Centre for Development Cooperation
(RCDC) and Geography Department
of Utkal University with the support
and facilitation of Concern
Worldwide and UNDP in Odisha. The
event had participation from
countries along the Bay of Bengal;
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal. The broad objective of the
process was to foster an informal
forum for sharing experiences and
bridge the knowledge gap on the

climate change phenomenon and its
impact on the coastal communities in
the Bay of Bengal region by cutting
across-geo-political boundaries.

More than 200 representatives from
Government, civil society, academia,
media and community leaders
facilitated an active engagement on
the issues of building a climate
resilience community through a
comprehensive plan of action to be
carried forward. The workshop
discussed evidences of climate change
impact, new research findings,
experience of people to tackle climate
change and performance of national
and international policy and actions
to address climate change. Our
common experience can also be
utilized in shaping a sub-regional
framework of action to tackele
climate change and it can be an
important basis for collective
negotiation in the UNFCCC process.
The eight technical sessions resulted
into following major outcomes.
1. Declaration of a 'Sub Regional

Charter on Bay of Bengal'. The
charter was collectively endorsed
by the team of civil societies,
academic institutes,
international organisations,
climate network groups,
government agencies and
volunteers those who
participated in the workshop.

2. Commitment from Members of
Parliament from both
Bangladesh and India to take
forward the issue and work
towards formulation of
legislations at their countries.

3. Commitments from civil
societies at the national and
international level to work both
at the ground level as well as at
the international forums on this
issue, influence policies, develop
local community friendly
technology and develop local
specific adaptation models and
plans.

4. Commitment from each one
participating in the workshop to
sustain this initiative and take it
forward. Mr. Tanvir Shakil Joy,
MP, Bangladesh, committed to
host the next sub regional
workshop at Bangladesh and
invited all the participants to the
proposed workshop.

The valedictory session discussed the
draft compilation of the action points
and come out with the 'Sub-Regional
Charter on Bay of Bengal'.
Source: Pandia B. and Chatterjee J.; Edited

by Dash S. and Mishra S. (2012),
Workshop Proceeding, Sub-Regional

Workshop on Community Resilience to
Climate Change in the Bay of Bengal.

www.rcdcindia.org/PbDocument/
a1f9aa772495540-bbbd-4f95-89e4-

9c8ead7ce46bsrw.pdf

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Debi Prasad Mishra, Honorable Minister
for Forest and Environment, Government of Odisha, along with panel of
delegates representing India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

EVENT
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LESSONS LEARNT

Microinsurance for Poor and Vulnerable
Coastal Communities

The needs assessment carried out
by Concern Worldwide India in

2010 revealed that insurance
penetration among the targeted
communities was very low. The
majority of households consulted
during the needs assessment did not
have any insurance protection,
although the majority of them were
interested in taking out an insurance
policy in future. The types of coverage
wanted were many, ranging from life,
livelihood and cattle, to accidents,
household equipments and health.
Many households reported that they
preferred to have more information
on various micro-insurance options
available in the area. They also
reported that insurance premiums
between Rs. 100-200 would be
affordable to them, and that the most
trusted source for providing
insurance to them would be either a
local NGO or government.

Based on the assessment, the micro-
insurance component of the project
'Building Disaster Resilience of
Vulnerable Communities of Odisha
and West Bengal' was designed. The
project was facilitated by Concern

Worldwide India with local partners
SWAD and CYSD in Odisha, with
technical support from AIDMI and
general support from ECHO. The
following steps were carried out
under the micro-insurance
component.
1. Development of methodology

for demand survey
2. Scoping study on micro-

insurance
3. Training module on micro-

insurance
4. Training to local communities on

micro-insurance
5. Developing and running micro-

insurance product
6. Special issue of

southasiadisasters.net on micro-
insurance

7. Process documentation of the
project's micro-insurance
component

During the piloting work, the
following key points to keep in mind
while working on micro-insurance
were identified:
1. Assessments/ scoping studies of

the area are very important for
micro-insurance work.

Documentation of existing
micro-insurance practices
adopted by micro-finance
institutions is also crucial. This
includes gathering primary and
secondary data on the various
micro-insurance practices
adopted by different types of
institutions.

2. For any agency who is interested
in working on micro-insurance,
it is important to review the
current regulatory environment,
and to form and adopt
appropriate rules, regulations
and guidelines to ensure the safe
and sound operation of
institutions providing micro-
insurance.

3. Constant monitoring and
evaluation of micro-insurance
work is highly necessary. The
results should be integrated with
the action plan.

4. Reviews of the technical
capacities and capabilities of the
insurer in relation to the target
audience are crucial for moving
ahead.

5. Regular meetings with clients to
address their needs for better
operations and addressing
challenges at local level. This also
helps with avoiding myths about
micro-insurance at the local
level.

6. The success of the product often
depends on the services provided
by the team members involved.
Thus it is very important to build
the capacity of involved staff so
that they can provide effective
services to support clients with
creating an enabling
environment at local level. This
would ultimately increase the
renewal ratio of the good
product. This will also help with
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DIPECHO Partners' workshop on the Lessons for Reducing Risk of Poor: Protection

through Micro-insurance at Bhubaneswar, Odisha, August 21, 2012.
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identifying latent demand from
the clients.

7. Assessments, demand surveys
and other such actions require
details about data collection and
effective analysis procedures.
Experts and partners should use
these details to identify the
actual needs of clients.

8. Processes which are not specific
to requirements may lead
towards high costs, cost- sharing
among channel partners, and
poor service quality.

9. Service providers should create
clear plans of actions when
dealing with migratory clients to
ensure their long-term association.

10. Some simple procedures are
normal but it is very important
to design them clearly from the
beginning to avoid repetition.
The format of the client profiles,
demand survey, assessment data
and client forms should be clear,
simple and show how they are
linked with one another.

11. There are a lot of knowledge
products available on micro-
insurance and risk transfer.
However, to build capacity, these
should be tailored to the local
context and most importantly be
in the local language. This may
be a time-consuming process but
it is invaluable to achieving
good results. This can make big
positive changes in knowledge-
building among team members
and clients.

The following key issues emerged for
achieving better building protection
for poor and vulnerable
communities.
1. There are many micro-insurance

products available in the market.
Links with risk reduction need
to be strengthened as disaster
events can create huge economic
losses in families who are
already dealing with economic
crisis. It is another issue where
humanitarian agencies need to

RISK ANALYSES

Analyzing Disaster Risks and Risk Reduction

An analysis of natural disaster
risks, the available information,

strategies, and community
discussions revealed that people were
living in areas which were highly
vulnerable to multiple hazards and
risks.  It also revealed that very little
analysis of hazards, vulnerabilities,
and capacities in the context of natural
disasters had been prepared. The
plans available mainly focused on
government proposals, programmes,
and the role of government
departments in improving
community infrastructure and
response to disasters. There was a
modest investigation into how
communities can participate in
mitigating the impacts of existing
dangers. There was no information

collected or analyzed on existing
threats, the rate of recurrence, their
impacts, what is at risk from these
threats, and the community's
vulnerabilities and capacities. Since
no data was collected on these matters
- which should be made priorities,
these plans were never applied in the
village and there was no question of
higher level planning.

It was revealed that many
communities have their own coping
mechanisms to respond and recover
from the blows of natural disasters.
In the states of Odisha and West
Bengal, the community coping
mechanisms comprise of:
• Migration
• Borrowing money

• Selling land and livestock
• Eating less
• Taking money from savings
• Taking children out of school

The needs assessment in the targeted
areas also found that when given a
chance, several deprived and
vulnerable families participated in
various social protection schemes
which had been introduced by the
state and national governments.
Participation in these schemes formed
an essential part of community
survival mechanisms. During the
project, special attention was given
to people who were suffering from
disabilities. 

focus on when considering
improving the accessibility of
micro-insurance products for
poor families.

2. Humanitarian agencies need to
work beyond the project
duration mindset in micro-
insurance work.

3. The unavailability of micro-
insurance options to the poor is
due to financial exclusion.

4. The key to everything is
awareness and timely
information at the local level.

5.   Building knowledge on micro-
insurance, rather than only
providing product information
to poor and vulnerable
communities, is required.

6. Capturing learning from
implementing micro-insurance
policies is very important for
stakeholders. It is also crucial to
share such efforts with
humanitarian agencies so that
their efforts can be improved. 

– Vishal Pathak
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DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR) PROJECT PORTAL
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

1. Why use the Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) Project Portal?

• The Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Project
Portal is a multi-stakeholder initiative to
advance the implementation of the Hyogo
Framework for Action (HFA) in the Asia-
Pacific region.

• Share information on the implementation
of DRR: Who? What? Where?

• Collectively identify gaps, improve
planning and programming on DRR

• Identify areas of cooperation for
implementing DRR

2. What can we get from this Portal?
• List of completed and on-going DRR

projects – by country, hazards, themes,
partners and donors.

• List of planned/proposed projects - results
in better planning of future projects.

• Quick analysis on the number and types
of completed and on-going DRR projects

• Generate customised graphs and maps.
• Know more about the DRR frameworks/

action plans guiding the region – identify
priority areas for providing support and
implementation.

• List of organisations implementing DRR
projects at the regional level.

www.drrprojects.net

• Archives of periodic meetings of
regional DRR mechanisms.

3. How would this Information Help?
National Government
• Gain clarity on types of support that

may be accessed from regional level and
thus receive coherent regional
assistance

Organisation Implementing DRR Projects
• Better plan who does what, and where
• Find partners and scale-up

implementation of projects
• Learn from past and on-going work of

partners

Donor Agencies
• Identify priorities to match your policy

and programmatic imperatives; and
minimise overlap; maximise resources

4. How do we get Started?
• Add information on current / proposed

/ completed DRR projects
• Search for information by project list,

project analysis, DRR frameworks
• Log in to add and edit your data
• Link your organisation website to this

portal.

For more information:
Email: bestteam@aidmi.org or www.drrprojects.net and click on USER MANUAL

This portal is being developed under the auspices of the UNISDR (United Nations International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction) Asia Partnership (IAP) with the guidance of the IAP Working Group on 'Regional
Stocktaking and Mapping of DRR Interventions'. This is being chaired by UNISDR and members including
the ADB, ADRC, ADPC, IFRC, SOPAC, UNDP, UNESCAP, UNOCHA and World Bank. (source:
www.drrprojects.net)

INFORMATION SHARING
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Youth and children have
a central role in any

effort to build community
resilience in the Bay of Bengal.

Communities do plan their
own resilience. When their
efforts are supported with
resources and an enabling
environment, the impacts
and results are more
concrete. The
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change's
'Special Report on Managing the
Risks of Extreme Events and
Disasters to Advance Climate
Change Adaptation' ('SREX Report')
throws lights on what should be
considered to develop this enabling
environment for promoting
community resilience.

The SREX Report does not directly
mention the role of youth and
children in building community
resilience. But the report offers a
wide range of messages that can be
used to define the role of youth and

children to make community more
resilient against climate change risk.

The Bay of Bengal as a climate region
not only has the most vulnerable
communities in Asia but also the
most vibrant initiatives to build and
maintain risk resilience. The
communities' experiences range from
coastal droughts to coastal flood
mitigation, delta management, and
coastal island protection. These
experiences are scattered across
countries and agencies. Some
countries have focused on salinity

ingress, others on wetland
development, and many
more on coastal forestry.
All these activities are and
can be shaped by the youth
and children in the
communities.

What is most striking in the
efforts that build resilience
are the efforts of the youth
and children. The youth
have taken up large-scale
plantations, while young

women have adopted changes in
agriculture practices in coastal areas
in the Bay of Bengal region. The
children are helping families raise
platforms to protect shelter and
water sources from flooding while
the schools are encouraging
ecosystem-based thinking among
children across Bay of Bengal.

The SREX Report offers a wide
range of ideas, concepts, data, and
ways to think ahead for unleashing
the energies of youth and children
to build resilient communities. 

– Mihir R. Bhatt

Educated youth involved in development work are a resource
that can utilized in the field.          Photo: Concernworldwide.


